Perylene is an electron-donor molecule which has been widely used in the preparation of several molecular compounds exhibiting high electrical conductivity and even metallic properties. Different acceptor counterions have been employed to produce these materials, from I3-to several metal-dithiolate complexes (Almeida & Henriques, 1997) . Our group has investigated extensively the (per)[M(mnt)2] (mnt is maleonitriledithiolate or cis-2,3-dimercapto-2-butenedJnitrile) family of molecular conductors (Gama et al., 1993) . The specific redox properties of [M(mnt)2] anions make them particularly good acceptor counterions and the possible use of different metals allows manipulation of the physical properties of those materials. As part of an effort to obtain new molecular conductors based on perylene, we modified the (per)2[M(mnt)2] materials by substitution of the acceptor anion with other planar metallic complexes.
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Abstract
A new perylene salt, (C20H12)2[Cu(C8H4N2S2)2], (per)2[Cu(qdt)2], has been prepared by electrocrystallization and characterized by single-crystal X-ray diffraction. The crystal structure consists of tetramerized stacks of perylene species along the c axis, with three crystallographically independent interplanar distances, 3.50 (1), 3.42 (1) and 3.55 (1)A. These tetramers are flanked by a centrosymmetrically related pair of [Cu(qdt)2]-anions. (Boyde, Garner & Clegg, 1987) .
Interactions between the anions and the perylene molecule exist, as denoted by several N-.-H and S...H contacts below or in the range of the sum of the van der Waals radii. Those contacts may favour the tetramerization of the perylene stacks, a quite different situation from the a-phase of the family of one-dimensional conductors (per)2[M(mnt)2], where the disposition of the acceptor counterions as segregated stacks favours the regular perylene stacks and consequently the metallic properties of the material (Domingos et al., 1988) .
Experimental
Single crystals of (perh[Cu(qdt)2] were obtained on the anode of an electrochemical cell where oxidation of perylene is carded out in a dichloromethane-THF (1:1) solution (10-2 M) containing (PPha)[Cum(qdt)2] (50 mg in 40 ml of solution). In turn, this reagent was prepared according to the procedure described in the literature (Theriot, Ganguli, Kavamos & Bernal, 1969; Boyde, Garner & Clegg, 1987) . Elemental analysis was in good agreement with the crystallographicallydetermined stoichiometry. 2.63 Symmetry codes: (i)x, l+y, z; (ii) 1-x, l--y,--z; (iii) I-x, I-y, I-z; (iv) x,l+y,z--1.
Data collection: CAD-4 Software (Enraf-Nonius, 1989 ). Cell refinement: CAD-4 Software. Data reduction: MolEN PROCESS (Fair, 1990 ). Program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXS86 (Sheldrick, 1990 ). Program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL93 (Sheldrick, 1993) . Molecular graphics: OR-TEPII (Johnson, 1976) . Software used to prepare material for publication: SHELXL93. 
Comment
